
Stroud Woodland Co-op Core Group Meeting

Monday 25th April, venue Follywood 7.30pm

Attended by: Andy Freedman, Seb Buckton, Ben Spencer, Mark Harrison

Apologies: Richard Keating

Management: 


Folly wood management plan – the summary paper from the equinox event by Richard was very much appreciated. 

Due to low numbers at the meeting, and limited time, decision made to ask Richard to schedule a convenient date for him to work with all people interested to bring together the four group maps into one optional layout and basic principles for areas – best done at a well-lit table. Agreed with Richard’s conclusion that there was not that much conflict. This map to be available at future event – see below.

Finance:

All shareholders have now been paid back any money due for returned shares. So we have a reserve of approx. £4500.

We received a cheque from the Rural Task Force for £223.33. This was the residual amount left when winding up this organisation and is intended to support the writing of the Gloucestershire Woodlands Awards for All bid. Many thanks to Richard and Carlos for this.

£50 also received from Soil Association for case study on community finance written by Ben.
Current balance in Co-op account approx. £4830.  

Groups

Activities:
All groups please remember to add dates to web calendar. Check with Tom if you have problems doing this.

Informal meeting Friday 6th May


Sunday 15th May family lunch


Tues 21st June evening Solstice meeting


Sun 19th June family solstice meeting (with optional layout for members to comment on constructively ‘Have you thought that if x then y…).

Ecology:
Seb is collecting info about larch disease. A ‘notifiable pathogen’ it now effects European and Japanese larches in UK. 

Seb has done a quick walk over of the wood, and didn’t find any wildlife that is likely to have a significant impact on how the management plan is developed, that we didn’t already know about. 

Cathy Beeching developing electronic mapping.

Andy to approach his contact in Natural England to do a similar survey in May if possible as best time to identify flora.

Arts and Crafts: 
Arts and Craft Group - we are going to invite the whole membership to get involved in making work for an exhibition either this autumn or next year, something along the lines of "Ix  metre square, Ix kilometre away". The work produced will inform the plan.

Creative Admin:  
Certificate design agreed - awaiting mail merge of members details so that that Dennis Gould can overprint. Thanks for offers of bicycle delivery for certificates + covering letter.

Woodland 

Management:
Water supply – blue water pipe seen by side of lower field on Folly Lane. Andy to approach owner, David Michael, to find out details of mains connection 

Woodland Assessment stage C to finish.

First aid kit and kettle now by wall near fire area hidden under stones.

BTCV risk assessments need completing by working groups for activities and putting up on website.

Any other business:

Wades farm – awaiting planning application to respond.

Small Woods Association membership pack has arrived. Their development officer Phil Tidey to visit when he is in the area – members to be notified so you can come along and meet him.

The Western Corridor is a Cotswold Conservation Board led initiative to manage the landscape along the escarpment and including Stroud and Folly Wood - it has funds for grassland restoration at the moment but also includes woodland. It’s about connectivity of habitats to develop resilience to climate change. Ben / Richard to feed back on this after Weave Seminar on 13th May. 

Date of next meeting

Mon 23rd May


