Stroud Woodland Co-operative 
                          SUMMARY OF SAFEGUARDING POLICY

June 2013
We know that children, young people and vulnerable adults can be the victims of physical, sexual and emotional abuse, and neglect.  We recognise that we all have a responsibility to help prevent 

· the abuse and neglect of children and young people and  

· the abuse and neglect of vulnerable adults 

and to report any such abuse that we discover or suspect.

We ask ourselves to take proper care in the appointment of all those who will work with children and vulnerable adults, and do all we can to

· follow the requirements and recommendations of good practice in UK law 

as regards safeguarding children and vulnerable adults;
· ensure that those running activities agree to keep to the procedures of our safeguarding policy;

· keep up to date with national and local developments and guidelines relating to safeguarding.
We agree to appoint a Co-ordinator with responsibility for promoting this policy within Stroud Woodland Co-operative and for being the first point of contact for anyone with concerns for a child or vulnerable adult.  
We undertake to ensure that anyone running activities for children who are not accompanied by their parents/carers, or for unaccompanied vulnerable adults,  has a criminal records disclosure of not more than three years old and that there are always two or more volunteers working together to run an activity. 
We also undertake to give activity leaders guidance about health and safety in woodland, and opportunities for reflection and debriefing.
We know that a person confided in should not carry out their own investigation into an allegation or suspicion of abuse.  Instead, they should.report their concerns as soon as possible to the Safeguarding Co-ordinator.  We recognise that it is then the job of the Safeguarding Co-ordinator to collect and clarify the details of the concern and pass these on to statutory agencies with the legal duty to investigate:
· Gloucestershire Children and Families Helpdesk, tel:(office hours) 01452 426565 (out of hours 01452 614194)
· Gloucestershire Adult Helpdesk/Safeguarding Adults Team, tel: 01452 426868, (out of hours number 01452 614194).

We will follow agreed procedures laid out in the policy if it becomes known that a Sex Offender, or one against whom there are allegations, is attending or wishing to attend activities at which children or vulnerable adults are present.
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